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Birdweek November 2006

November is a time of great activity with the seabirds at Lord Howe Island – with 12 of the 14 breeding species into courtship and egg laying. All around the coast we experienced the Sooty terns and Brown Noddies breeding, and around the settlement the White terns sitting on low tree branches courting and choosing egg sites. 
Tour members were from all over Australia, and one couple from Dorset England, and another couple from Germany. With 22 for the week, I enlisted the assistance of another leader, Robert Coenraads. Robert, below, has been here before helping with tours, but his family had never been to the Island. So this week his family also came along and joined in the week.
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One memorable activity for the group was sunset drinks at Ned’s Beach watching the Flesh-footed shearwaters return. Dozens swooped in and landed on the grass all around us then waddled up into the palm forest to seek a mate and attend to the burrow.

The most popular day was a trip to North Bay. Here we visited Old Gulch and the Herring Pools where we had a rare sighting of the Grey Ternlet nesting in a little cave while dozens of Red-tailed Tropicbirds cruised overhead around the 200m high cliffs. 
An afternoon low tide had the light just right for viewing the waders on the exposed sea grass beds with Ruddy Turnstones, Bar-tailed Godwits, Pacific Golden Plovers, Grey-tailed tattlers and Red necked stints all present.

The weather allowed a trip to Ball’s Pyramid, and we stopped halfway to put a bit of berley over the boat and hundreds of Flesh-footed shearwater congregated to feed, with a few White bellied storm petrels also coming in close. On to the Pyramid and good sightings of the Kermadec petrels, flocks of Grey ternlets and other LHI seabirds.

All in all a very good birdweek rich in birds and everyone also enjoyed a look at the geology, marine life and flora along each day walk.

Testimonials

“The whole experience is a real step back in time with wondrous service and attention in the miracle that is the Naturalists Island, to which history and time, its people and administration have been remarkably kind. We’ll be back.”

“What a privilege to meet, talk and listen to Ian Hutton – an enthusiast with knowledge based on long years of experience on Lord Howe Island.”
