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Dates set for 2005 weed tours.

The following dates have been set for weeding trips in 2005, and already quite a number of deposits have been received.

June 11 to 18 with Colin Lambert

June 25 to July 2

July 9 to 16 with Rymill Abell

July 23 to 30 

Aug 6 to 13

Aug 28 to Sept 4 with Bill McDonald

Cost for the trips in 2005 will be $1683.95 and this includes airfare ex Sydney or Brisbane, 7 nights twin share accommodation at Pinetrees, with all meals provided, plus the walks and evening lectures.
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This will be the 8th year these trips have been held and as well as making a valuable contribution to the weed effort on the Island, they are a very enjoyable experience for all those who attend. It is hard to explain to people who haven’t been on a trip why anyone would pay to have a holiday pulling out weeds, but such is the charm of Lord Howe Island. 

To reserve a place on a trip you can send your deposit cheque for $200 made out to Pinetrees Travel and posted to: Ian Hutton

PO Box 157

Lord Howe Island

NSW 2898

LHI Board gains major funding for weeds

In 2004 the LHI Board was successful in a grant application to the Environmental Trust’s Integrated Environmental Program which provides funding that addresses environmental issues of a State significance. 

This program supports proposals that demonstrate strong collaboration between local government, state government agencies, community groups, environmental groups, research institutes and industry groups. The presence of the Friends of Lord Howe Island as a strong, active community group with membership across Australia added weight to the application for this grant. 

The funding of $1.2 million will be over a three year period and will have three focus areas: 

(a) eradication of Bitou bush Chrysanthemoides monilifera
(b) on ground research into best treatment of Formosa lily Lilium formosanum

(c) a concentrated effort to reduce populations of Cherry guava Psidium cattleianum to manageable levels.

Initial work has already commenced, with a team of professional bush regenerators employed on contract, to remove Cherry guava on the foothills and slopes of Mt Lidgbird. The contractors are here for a six week period from November, staying at commercial accommodation.
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           Cherry guava thickets to be removed 

Presidents Report

With seven successful years of weeding trips, this year will be the eighth, and the island is indeed indebted to all those volunteers who have given their time and effort to rid the island of noxious weeds. The ground asparagus had been such a major weed on Transit Hill, it was hard to imagine anything could be done to eradicate it, now it looks possible.

Continuing efforts by the LHI Board to raise funds for the eradication of  cherry guava have been succesful and it is pleasing to see that work has commenced  around the northwestern base of Mt Lidgbird where infestations are severe.

Weedbusters week during October  saw all the islands school children take part in a number of activities including an art competition.  I was very impressed by the high standard of entries, and it is so important to instill in the children the need to preserve the island from weed invasion, as they will be the carers for our Island.

As will be seen from our Treasurers report, the calendar year has been a financial success and the funds will be put to very good use around the island. The success of the Friends of LHI  is due largely to the dedication of our fine committee.

Des Thompson President FLHI

                         Weedbusters Week

During October the local school children took part in a number of activities as part of Weedbusters Week. 

October 16 to 24 was Weedbusters Week, which is now a national program of events held each year by individuals, schools, community groups and local and state governments. The aim of these events is to promote awareness of the impact of weeds and to provide people with the skills to control and remove weeds.

LHI Board staff took the school children on a field trip to Transit Hill to learn about weeds on the Island. The children also took part in an art competition to allow them to show their knowledge of weeds and their impact on the island environment. 

In previous years the Friends of LHI groups in winter had school children inspect the Transit Hill site and also weed the school grounds as part of World Environment Day.
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Friends of LHI President Des Thompson presenting the prize for the best Weedbusters art project.

Treasurers Report

Christmas is almost upon us yet again. It is amazing how quickly it comes around but why does it seem to take so long between weed trips? The Friends is ending another calendar year in a very strong financial position with $10,985 in our gift fund and $30,753 in our main account. We currently have liabilities of around $16,396.06 for weeding and revegetation works around the island as well as environmental levy refunds.

Huge thanks to all the weeders who donated their environmental levy and a big welcome to our new Friends who used it to join up. All up we raised $2,080 through this. I must not also forget a thank you to the LHI Board for refunding the environmental levy to our volunteers.

The end of October marks the end of the membership year. Many have renewed their membership but a few are outstanding. If yours is outstanding you will have received a reminder by email or included with this newsletter (postal subscribers only). Why not take advantage of our new multi year subscription discounts:

Single membership: 1 year $20, 2 years $35, 5 years $80 
Family (Household) membership: 1 year $35, 2 years $60, 5 years $140 
 

Have you ever thought of giving a Friends of Lord Howe Membership to one of your Friends or relatives for Christmas? If so please forward their details and payment to us at P.O Box 155, Lord Howe Island 2898.

Have a very Merry Christmas and watch out for the Mistletoe! 
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Steve Gale  - Treasurer 

Bamboo treated with a Friends of LHI grant from the Norm Wettenhall Foundation.

Valley Garden, an old abandoned garden on the way to Clear Place was the site of introduction of bamboo Arundinaria simonii in the 1920’s. While the garden was actively being used the bamboo had been kept under control, but once the garden was no longer used, probably in the 1970’s, the bamboo spread right through the garden. Treatment of this weed was commenced in the 1980’s by LHI Board ranger staff, who treated it every year for a number of years. Alas, like most weeds, if the treatment is stopped before eradication, it doesn’t take long for the weed to take off again, which was the case here .

The funding that the FLHI obtained from the Norman Wettenhall Foundation was applied to pay for a team of volunteers to travel to the island and not only treat the area totally for the bamboo, but also plant out native plants into the area to help restore the habitat. Follow up treatment will be needed to ensure it does not return.

         [image: image5.jpg]



               Bamboo Arundinaria simonii
The Norman Wettenhall Foundation

An environmental organisation, The Norman Wettenhall Foundation's objective is to support projects that enhance or maintain the vitality and diversity of the Australian natural living environment. There is a particular emphasis on advancing the interests of native birds and the habitats upon which they depend. Norman Wettenhall had a lifelong interest in birdwatching and in the Australian landscape.
Established in 1997, the Norman Wettenhall Foundation acted as the culmination of his lifelong love affair with the Australian bush and the birds and plants that inhabit it. Funds for the Foundation were raised from the sale of Norman's treasured natural history book collection, which was widely regarded as the most complete private collection celebrating the wonder and beauty of Australia's fauna and flora. 
 One of his major achievements at the pinnacle of his life was to almost singlehandedly raise $5.5 million for Birds Australia to complete the first five volumes of the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds, an encyclopaedia of all the bird species of our region. This ambitious project encapsulated much of his philosophy ​ to do proper research to collect the facts; keep records and publish so others may learn; and ensure that the most up-to-date information is used for the basis of sound decision-making. 
Report on August 14 to 21 weed tour

Danny Hirschfield was the bush regeneration supervisor for this trip, and was his second trip in this capacity. Some repeat weeders on the trip were Glenn Johnson with his wife Pat this time, and they brought along friends Ralph and Pat Salisbury from Melbourne; Hilary Walker; and Rosemary Arnott, who traveled from England to take part in her second weed trip to the Island.

The start of the trip was delayed when bad weather and strong winds on the Island forced the cancellation of the flight departure from Sydney , so it was on a wet Sunday morning the group arrived. A quick reshuffle of the schedule and we had the theory and induction before lunch and the afternoon marched up Transit Hill for the first weeding session. This group was working on blocks on the west side of the track, up the hill from previous 2004 weeks, and getting closer to the summit. On the third session (Tuesday morning) the group completed the last block to the summit – a great achievement that was marked by a group photograph and a bottle of champagne that evening. The next few mornings 

were spent clearing blocks lower down on the east side of the track. 
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The August group weeded to the summit of 

Transit Hill Tuesday 17th August 2004.

Highlights of the afternoon activities were the Ned’s Beach reef walk with a good low tide, and the North Bay afternoon and a climb to Mt Eliza.
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Danny while the group did their first walk.

One of the August group, Fiona Mcallum, was inspired by the experience to pen the following story for the weeders diary:

Weedhens

We are here at Lord Howe Island to examine a recently discovered species unique to the island. So rare is this species, that it was only discovered in the last eight years. All though the population is growing steadily, recent population surveys place the species on the critically endangered IUCN list and a management plan and a breeding program is recommended. The species is known as the Lord Howe Weedhen. The species migrates from Eastern Australia, particularly the north Sydney area, in groups of 10-25 in late winter. Bag Banding has revealed that some Weedhens return to the same roosting site at regular intervals, and others migrating from as far as Victoria and even England.
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        Weedhens in their natural habitat

When on the island the Lord Howe Weedhen spends its morning in flocks in the vicinity of Transit Hill foraging for ground asparagus crowns which it caches in a specially developed pouch. Evolution has enabled the Weedhen to evolve highly specialized digging apparatus to remove the crowns. Females tend to cache seedling asparagus and leave the larger, more mature specimens for the males of the species.

Cached crowns are stored in communal stock piles. However, researchers have not observed the Weedhens actually eating the gathered asparagus. Rather they appear to be an offering or symbiotic relationship with the native occupants of the island. Foraging trips begin and end with a lavish food offering from the inhabitants to the Weedhens. In afternoons, Weedhens can be found following the Patriarchal Weedhen on island discovery including the location of the cheapest alcohol, flora, fauna, geology or casual frolicking in the sunshine. In the evenings Weedhens gather at the sound of chimes to gratefully accept another large and extravagant food offering and waddle back to their roosts for the evening. After a week, the Weedhens have successfully gained enough weight to attempt the strenuous flight back to the mainland.




Fiona McCallum. 

Report on August 29 - September 5 weed tour
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Bill McDonald was bush regeneration supervisor on this trip. Bill is a botanist with the Queensland herbarium, and brought with him a number of friends and colleagues from Brisbane area. Along for the third time were Bruce and Beverly Benseman from Tasmania. Other experienced Lord Howe weeders were Mal and Danina Anderson, Charlotte Lowenstein and daughter Marlen Dyne, Colin Phelps,  and Gwenda Lister brought her sister Dorothy, who thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience.

The weeding effort by this group was taken up at the southern end of Transit Hill, initially tackling the area on the east side of the track above where the June group had finished, then  working up the hill on the west side of the track, in long narrow blocks. Near the track, in canopy breaks there were some very heavy infestations with mature fruiting plants, but under the intact canopy fairly sparse small plants were encountered.  

There were many keen walkers on the group and  despite some showery days, we managed to do most of the walks- Muttonbird Point, Boat Harbour, North Bay and the Herring Pools, and a few climbed Mount Gower, including Bruce on his third ascent to the summit. But a highlight of the walks was that the tide was extremely low and allowed an excursion onto South Reef from Little Island out to see the Potholes. These are 4 metre deep, 50 metre long trenches cut by wave action, perpendicular to the reef – only accessible a few times a year so it was quite a thrill to explore this area and all of the marine life there.
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       Exploring the Potholes on South Reef

As it was into September the White terns were just back, as were the Muttonbirds – and we enjoyed going on a night excursion to see these birds that had just returned from a 4 months journey into the northern hemisphere and back. Mal Anderson was particularly taken with these and was thrilled to pick one up.
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Mal Anderson getting friendly with the Muttonbirds

School children take part in Land snail study.

On 2nd of December a group of 15 students from Lord Howe Island Central School spent the afternoon crawling around the forest floor searching for snails. They were not searching for your average garden snail - but the endangered Lord Howe Island land snail Placostylus bivaricosus. The school children are involved in a project to establish a captive breeding population of the snails and a monitoring program to find out some basic information about the breeding, survival rate and growth rate of the snails. This project is partly funded by the Foundation for National Parks and Wildlife.
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          School children on the snail search

The Lord Howe Placostylus snail is quite large, with a brown, pointed shell up to 7cm long and 2 cm in diameter. The shell is very thick and survives intact for many decades after the animal dies, and the forest floor is littered with many of their dead white shells. 

Historical accounts and fossil evidence indicate that the Lord Howe Placostylus was formerly widespread and abundant on the island. The decline was first noted in the 1950’s and the species is now listed as critically endangered on the 2000 IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 
Members of the FLHI weed trips have spent about 10,000 hours on hands and knees removing asparagus fern on the island, and only 2 live snails have ever been found by the groups, so they are certainly not common.

Ship rat Rattus rattus (accidentally introduced in 1918) is considered to be the major predator of the LHI Placostylus, and likely to be a significant threat to its survival. European Blackbirds and Song Thrushes (self introduced around 1950) are also thought to be predators of Placostylus. Another possible contributing factor may include habitat clearing and modification with increased housing in the settlement area.

In October 2001 a recovery plan was completed for Placostylus bivaricosus, under the provisions of the Threatened species Conservation Act 1995. This plan details the current knowledge about the snail, documents research and management actions to date and identifies actions required to maximize the opportunity for the species ongoing viability in the wild. 

A number of objectives in the Recovery Plan have been initiated by the Lord Howe Island Board – including additional rat baiting in areas of known Placostylus populations, commencement of regeneration of an area of Blackburn Island (rat free) for possible translocation of Placostylus, and controlling domestic chickens foraging in forest leaf litter. Another important step is the investigation by the LHI Board into feasibility of rodent eradication from the whole island. Initial steps into the feasibility were funded by WWF and the Foundation for national Parks and Wildlife.

This part of the Recovery Plan, the captive breeding and monitoring project, involved construction of a rodent proof enclosure by Lord Howe Island Board staff, with advice from the New Zealand Department of Conservation.  This will secure a breeding population safe from predation from mice, rats and birds, considered a critical strategy in the survival of the species as their numbers have declined so much. Over the next two years, under supervision of LHI Board rangers and local naturalist Ian Hutton, the school children will closely monitor the snails for any eggs laid and then measure growth rates and survival rates of the juvenile snails.
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      The LHI land snail Placostylus bivaricosus
As well as securing a safe breeding population of the endangered snail, and establishing some basic information on them, this project will raise community awareness through involvement of school children, and publicity from an information brochure and progress stories in the local newspaper.  

The conservation of threatened invertebrate species is a relatively new issue in NSW. Through awareness of the status of the LHI Placostylus the profile of other invertebrate species will be raised in the community, which will hopefully lead to greater opportunities for the conservation of threatened species and increased protection of biodiversity on Lord Howe Island. 

Major archaeological find on Lord Howe.

In October 2004, ANU research student Kimberly Owens uncovered what is believed to be the foundations of the first house on Lord Howe Island - dated around 1834.
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Researcher Kimberly Owens 

Following a preliminary investigative trip early in the year, Kimberly was convinced that Lord Howe had great scope for some original archaeological work towards a Ph D study.

She returned in September to begin her field research into the early settlement on Lord Howe Island. After interviews with local residents and consulting early maps and documents she investigated three sites using a ground mapping radar device that picked up anomalies under the soil. Two sites at the southern end of the settlement were excavated, and while nothing major was uncovered, items of everyday use that were found will help paint a picture of early life on the island. 

However the major find was the unearthing of the foundations of what is believed to be the house of one of the first settlers, a Mr Ashdown. The first recorded island residents were Messrs Ashdown, Chapman and Bishop who came to the island in 1833 or 34 with their Maori wives and stayed some 7 to 10 years. 

The site is behind the shoreline at the northern end of what is now known as Old Settlement Beach. Several mounds across the area gave initial clues, and the ground mapping radar confirmed something was there. Over a period of a week, excavation to about 1 metre deep revealed a 6m x 4m perimeter of small basalt boulders, covered by a tamped clay floor. Two large round holes in the clay floor were for poles to support roof beams. Size suggests it was probably palm trunks that were used for these uprights, and palm thatch was most likely used for roof and wall material.
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Kimberly at the excavation site

Among artefacts recovered at this site were pieces of porcelain, pipe stems, a bone button and pieces of glass, one of which appeared to have been knapped to make a cutting or scraping implement, possibly for use in opening pipis, of which several hundred empty shells were found just outside the house area. Other probable food items found were bones of pigs, goats and mutton birds. On one wall the remains of a hearth was located, indicating cooking was done inside the dwelling.

A number of people suggested that the site be fenced off and left as a local attraction, but current conservation requirements are that the site remains buried and it was re-covered with the soil before Kimberly left the island. LHI Museum committee arranged a professional video recorder, Dick Collingridge, to interview Kimberly on the site before it was filled in.

Kimberly says that it will most likely take a year to investigate, research and write up her findings, which will be published. All items excavated  will be returned to the LHI museum for display.

WEEDS IN CATALUNYA & SPAIN

My name is Adam; I’m a gardener working with my father in Catalunya. I’m  very interested in gardening, trees, and nature, but I’m not an expert. I’ve learnt lots of things through my work, and observing things, on walks, travelling to different countries etc.

I enjoy working on our garden at home but also letting nature do things too. So I like natural gardens, and a bit wild too. Talking about weeds, I don’t mind them a lot in general, only if they interfere in a place where  I have something planted, and I want to keep, only then do I get  rid of them. But since I went to Lord Howe Island (in June 2004), I saw what some plants (weeds) could do to a place, especially if they´re not native to that area.

Back at home, weeds are a problem too, but only to people. On the other hand, it is people who are  responsible, in many cases, for bringing in new plants - in the case of non-native weeds - from other parts of the world and letting them escape the human borders  (gardens, orchards, crops) and spreading into the woods and surroundings. 

Our main native weeds grow easily and quickly around inhabited places. Some examples are bind weed ( Convolvulus sp), buttercups( Ranunculus) and dandelions (Taraxacum officinale).

But there are some trees and shrubs that can also be considered as weeds, more so if these are not native.  Some “non native” trees and plants that grow here today and have spread a lot, were brought centuries ago during the Roman Empire or other people in the past for food or other reasons, such as  Sweet Chestnut ( Castanea sativa), Sweet Almond (Prunus dulcis) and Date Palm (Phoenix dactylifera) from North Africa, Peach (Prunus persica), from  the Middle East, Pomegranate (Punica granatum) from Southern-Eastern Europe and Asia, Locust or False Acacia (Robinia speudoacacia) from North America and lots more, are almost considered as “natives” and part of the Ecosystem, because they have grown here for so long.

Other species of trees from different parts of Europe that once only lived in certain  areas  have spread over all Europe, either naturally or by humans or animals. So it’s difficult to identify these as “weeds”, because it happened gradually and did not interfere too much in the Natural Ecosystem of the new  “invaded” place.  An example of a European tree that has spread in the last centuries is the Pine (Pinus sp.)  There are different kinds of Pine in Europe, but two of them, the Umbrella Pine (Pinus pinea) and the Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) originated in the Eastern part of the Mediterranean  and today they grow all around the Mediterranean Sea.

Other native timber trees, such as  Poplars (Populus nigra) or Plane Tree (Platanus hispanica) have been hybridised with American/Asian species to obtain stronger and faster growing trees,  and now form part of the different mountain areas, rivers and streams. They are planted as crops and some  spread into the surroundings  by hybridising  with natives of their own species.

Exotic species are also growing here, and these are more of a problem if these are invasive.

Agave Americana is one of the plants that is spreading in some dry areas and  palms such as  Phoenix canariensis too.  Ricinus communis, Aptenia cordifolia, Kalanchoe sp. are other examples. However none of these plants have spread on a large scale, only in small areas and at the moment they do not seem to be considered as real pests.  


Another exotic species is the Eucalyptus which grows very well in nearly all parts of Catalunya & Spain.  In Andalusia (Southern Spain) where parts are semidesert due to over grazing and to the dry climate,  native trees no longer grow. The Eucalyptus is growing quite well in these areas due to its origins. Fortunately in these cases, people like them because they live in places where nothing else grows and bring life back where there was none. The Eucalyptus is also extensively cultivated  as timber in many mountain areas, but in this case they are not  so invasive  because of the existing native trees surrounding the plantations.

Adam Macià-Parris
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Adam (right) was on the June weed trip, which he really enjoyed and has given us his perspective on weeds from the other side of the world.
Newsletter compiled by Ian Hutton.

Friends of Lord Howe Island

PO Box 155

Lord Howe Island

NSW 2898

Subscriptions to Friends of Lord Howe Island are due on 30 October each year





To renew your subscription fill in the details below and send to:


Friends of Lord Howe Island PO Box 155, Lord Howe Island , NSW 2898





Name……………………………………………………….





Address…………………………………………………….





……………………………………………………………..





…………………………………………postcode……………





Phone…………………………            Latest email ……………………………





Enclosed:      $20 single membership    $35 family membership     donation $
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